This book maintains the high standard of publications from the Center for Disease Control, Atlanta. It is a laboratory bench book clearly setting out the techniques for serodiagnosis of diseases caused by dimophic fungi, yeasts, aspergilli, and Sporothrix schenkii. There are general sections on direct fluorescent antibody techniques and complement fixation. The authors do not attempt to discuss the various modifications to the tests made by other laboratories but give clear, easyto-follow instructions of the methods used
British laboratory workers will note the absence of tests for farmer's lung, but as these are mainly by immunodiffusion and counter-electrophoresis, the tests described for candida are suitable using an appropriate antigen.
The book will be of value to workers who wish to use the techniques for the detection of other antigen-antibody reactions.
The choice and interpretation of tests is brief, and the clinician will find more value in textbooks of medical mycology.
This laboratory manual should be in all laboratories undertaking serodiagnostic procedures for the diagnosis of mycotic diseases and would be of value in laboratories using immunodiffusion, counterelectrophoresis, complement fixation, and direct fluorescent antibody techniques. The bookis well presented with uniform, typewritten script printed by off-set lithography and serves as an excellent record of the usage that is now made of mass spectrometry. Sufficient detail is usually given to enable experiments to be reproduced. The application of mass spectrometry to medicine and biochemistry is progressing so rapidly that speed of publication is of prime importance, and the value of a book of this nature, with the drawback of being completely unstructured, must be weighed against the inevitably long delay incurred by preparing a conventional textbook with the same title.
Every worker engaged on biochemical and medical laboratory investigations should know of the new horizons opening up through the application of mass spectrometry and should a t least study the titles of a book such as this, even if they do not read every detail. This is the second of three volumes on the adrenal cortex, the first having been published in 1976 and the third being in preparation. When complete they will provide the most comprehensive collection of data on the adrenal cortex in print.
There is a huge range of references, but these have the disadvantage, characteristic of reviews of this type, that few are less than three years old. Nevertheless, as a foundation for the study of the adrenal cortex these volumes are unsurpassed.
As in all huge reviews, errors slip past the editors. For instance, on p. 5 it is stated that 'Nadirs occur in man for corti. sol and ACTH from noon to 1800 hr', and on p. 63 that 'the guinea pig is t h only non-primate mammal capable of synthesising its own ascorbic acid', when incapable must be meant (and, anyway, what about the Indian fruit bat?). This may seem carping, but finding mistakes in areas where one has a little knowledge leads to anxiety about errors one may fail to recognise elsewhere.
A curious feature of the books is the arrangement of subjects. There is a great deal of comparative endocrinology, but there are chapters on birds and other submammalian vertebrates in volume I, mammals, reptiles, and amphibia in volume 2, more mammals, fish, and evolutionary considerations in volume 3. If steroid pathophysiology is one's interest, structure and nomenclature of steroids are to be found in volume I, catabolism in volume 2 along with the actions of aldosterone and clinical disorders of its secretion, while Addison's disease and Cushing's syndrome are promised for volume 3. A cynic might suppose that the publishers wished to ensure that whatever your interest you would have to buy all three volumes.
In summary, this is not a book for the average clinical biochemistry department, but for a research department with a major interest in the adrenal cortex it will be of incomparable value.
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Transmethlylations and the Central hervous System. Edited by V. M. Andreoli, A. Agnoli, and C. Fazio. (Pp. 186; illustrated; $29.00, DM58) Berlin: SpringerVerlag. 1978.
It has been known for some time that the biogenic amines, serotonin, noradrenaline, and dopamine, are involved in motivational states, mood regulation, and affective disease via their function as CNS neurotransmitters. This book underlines the importance of transmethylation reactions as major metabolic pathways of these amines, together with the in. hibitory transmitter gamma-aminobutyric acid and the putative transmitter, histamine. The brain amines can either be 0-methylated or N-methylated, leading to physiologically both active and inactive metabolites. The common methyl
